
 
 

2017 NEWS LETTER 
 

We have once again reached that time of year when everyone says “ I can’t believe the year has passed”.  As 

time stands still for no man, we all endeavour to live today, better than what we did yesterday.  Better does 

not always mean richer, but trying to be healthier, a better friend, a better example to your children and 

those around you, a better son or daughter and even a better employer etc.- the things of greater value.  

Christmas time, it is said to be the time of giving, but let us also receive the gift we have been given, the gift 

of life, everlasting life. 

To all our Friends, Clients and interested parties - your loyalty has meant a lot to us the past year and we just 

compiled a short summation of some of the years events and what we are looking forward to in 2018. 
 

COLLETT FARMING 32nd Production sale in 2018 

We are ECSTATIC to announce our 32nd Production Sale to be held on 22 February 2018. 

Our clients are considered our most valued asset and we go the extra mile to help and make the sale 

affordable to attend.  We thus offer ALL SOUTH AFRICAN BUYERS A 5% FUEL DISCOUNT and NEIGHBOURING 

COUNTRIES A 6% FUEL DISCOUNT.   

On offer we have 100 Reg. Rams, 5 of which are Proven Sires and 20 are truly EXCELLENT young Stud 

Rams, 43 Above Average Stud rams, 38 Potential Stud Rams, and 61 that we did not put on offer as we 

did not regard them as good enough for our production sale. 

 

Of the proven sires, the TANK full brother (CC 6029 right) 

and son (CC 6030 left) bred true to the BUCCANEER and 

TANK traits.  So if that’s what you like, these are the two 

rams for you.  

 

MAGIC (CC 4287 out of the PRONK bloodline) breeds true to his name. Never 

before have we had a ram that gives us so many excellent rams to take his place, 

and ewe lambs with so limited amount of faults.  This is the only ram we have ever 

bred this far that we are willing to guarantee will breed you what we consider as a 

near perfect Meatmaster.  Also functionally efficient, excellent covering, fixes all 

leg faults and his figures for growth, fertility and maternal traits are excellent with 

a mother that has only produced twins of excellent quality throughout.  (WILL BE SOLD WITH A RESERVE 

PRICE) 

 



CC 6192 – NAMPO MAGIC (MAGIC SON) Will be on offer. Used in stud for two 

seasons. 

 

 

 

MAJESTY ( CC 4295 a ROYALTY son)  This ram has with distinction carried the 

ROYALTY bloodline known for very high reproduction and growth indexes.  He 

will again be replaced by an excellent son that will hopefully keep the bloodline 

excelling. 

 

175 Reg Ewes including the mothers of some exceptional rams like TANK, ROYALTY and MAGIC.   

We are still determining the amount of commercial ewes that will be on offer.  All the above registered 

sheep come with full pedigrees, performance and BLUP figures.   

 

A catalogue will be available before sale online or per request with all facts and figures.  

The averages of our 2017 Production Sale were as follows. 

38 Rams were sold between R3,500 and R7,000 for an Average 

of R4,815.  The majority clearly very affordable. 

14 Rams were sold between R7,500 and R12,000 for an 

Average of R8,392. 

4 Rams were sold between R12,500 and R20,000 for an 

average of R17,750. 

5 Rams were sold for over R20,000: TANK CC 3272 was sold for a Record smashing price of  R210,000 and 

PICTUREPERFECT CC 5029 for R170,000. 

From the above you can clearly see that the aim with our production sale is to make sure that every buyer 

who goes to the trouble of attending our sale,  will find a good performance tested, registered ram at a very 

affordable price, selected in accordance with our very strict standards.  Not-sold’s at the end are to us the 

indication that we have achieved our aim.  

Why so many rams? 

Having 100 rams on the 

sale allows us to determine 

the market better for what 

our clients are wanting, 

simply by analysing what 

was not sold.  We also tell 

clients openly beforehand 

that our minimum price on 

the rams is R4,000 except for a couple of the truly exceptional rams and proven sires, forwhich we also make 

the min. price known.  By doing this we give you the client, the comfort of knowing that you can ride a long 

way and get a good ram at an affordable price, without the stress of worrying whether you will get a ram or 

not.   

A high average or a 100% sold percentage is not what is important to us… SATISFIED CUSTOMERS ARE. 



 
 

Why come to our Production Sale? 

Over the last 31 years of Production Sales, we have made a promise to our clients… 

“Our best genetics will be available at our Production Sale every year” 

We offer: 

- Enough rams that ensures you of a ram at an affordable price. 

- Enough bloodlines so that you can buy multiple rams that are unrelated. 

- A large variety with figures that aids you to find a ram with the requirements you pre-set for 

your herd. 

- A catalogue that is made available before the sale for you to do your homework to see whether 

there is an animal that you desire. 

- A herd that has been tested clean from B-ovis and Mellitensis and fertile for over 10 years. 

- A herd that stuck to the original breeding principle and reason of Why the Meatmaster was 

developed. 

- Started Breeding Meatmaster in 1990 for our commercial needs. 

- All crossbreeding stopped in the year 2000, thus our sheep have no more hybrid vigour, but you 

can be sure you will get a Meatmaster breeding true to type.  What you see is what you 

get. 
- We were there from the very first meeting, never doubting the ability of the Meatmaster to excel 

if we prove our loyalty, honesty and integrity… 

- An open day the day before the sale where we show those interested more about the way we do 

things here and have open discussions regarding any questions you might have.  Here there are no 

sacred cows or hidden agendas. 

- Ewes weaned in December/January will be receiving a light ration on the veld, so that they will 

conceive as soon as possible, as will the rams.  The rest of the ewes will be receiving nothing.  

- 3 Computers that are available on sight should you wish to do internet payment. 

o Or WiFi should you wish to do Cell Phone banking. (Only MTN and TELKOM signal should 

you receive OTP for online banking, but WiFi for all apps) 

What we are most proud of is that we have NEVER been involved in schemes, funny business, bull shit or 

telling a nice story and have always based what we do, say and promote on scientific facts, experience, 

honesty and integrity. And by this we will stand. 

Our Selection 

With the help of Dr. Buks Olivier, who we regard as the most practical animal scientist, we have once again 

refined our selection norms. 

We have brought in Type and Functionality scoring and this is now calculated and reflected in a BLUP value 

as well.  By adding these two factors it has made a vast difference to how we analyse our animals.  These 

two factors are so critical in maintaining the whole balance of what we select for; functional animals that are 

able to produce and reproduce under extensive conditions, yet conforming to market standards… Realising 

that whenever there is a trait that is too good, you pay a price somewhere else, thus the BALANCE is KEY. 

 

Satisfied 

customer 



Are all Stud animals or animals on record good? 

NO.  This needs to be firmly understood that all animals on record is not necessarily good, this should be 

common sense, but it is a mean of monitoring what is going on within that herd and/or animal.  Performance 

data evaluated with common sense is what cuts between scientific fact and correlation babble. This very 

quickly makes you humble and think twice before you speak out of what you see and predict in an animal. 

We hear so many wrong viewpoints of Performance Testing that we are continually trying to help breeders 

to understand them better… 

Conversation with Scientist …. 

What follows is a short snippet of a series of emails that was sent between Mr. Collett and various of our 

animal scientists.  

“Good morning all 

It is now 3am but I can no longer sleep as I lie awake pondering the thoughts I have been thinking about all 

weekend regarding this matter. 

 

The two biggest mistakes we all helped make during my lifetime of passionate sheep breeding with the six 

breeds I was involved with were. 

A. Selecting breeds away from a functional efficient body structure and traits. This led to high lamb and 
ewe mortality due to stress at birth and poor mothering ability. Also poor serving ability, low libido, 
decrease in fertility losses of all ages due to extreme weather conditions, internal and external 
parasite’s and other diseases. Wasteful use of energy (nutrient intake) due to poor movement, stress 
from heat and cold, loss in grazing time and efficient plant utilisation, and still other factors too much 
to mention. 

 

B. Selecting sheep that become totally reliant on extra feeding because stud breeders over- feed to 
compete in the market place. The commercial farmer then has to farm with these sheep and finds 
all the feeding no longer economically viable or sustainable. 

 

After much thought and deliberation with the scientists I have managed to refine a fertility BLUP value that 

will in future reflect the ewes that give a good amount of lambs of good growth and quality.  Sheep not 

rearing twins well or lambing late with poor maternal values are now accurately penalised.  The Logix Merit 

Value is now refined to bring our best balanced sheep regarding Growth, Fertility and Mothering ability to 

the fore.  In future I hope that we can in the catalogue just give you a Reproduction value, a Growth value, 

and a Logix Merit Index.  This will stop a lot of misunderstanding.    

Having achieved the above, I can with a lot more confidence also select our own sheep better. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLETT FARMING  benefit to NEIGHBOURING CLIENTS:              

LOAD YOUR PURCHASE ON THE FARM AND OFFLOAD ON YOUR FARM, YES 

OFFLOAD ON YOUR FARM… 

Over the past few years, we have successfully managed to help clients from Namibia and Botswana to be 

able to load their animals on the day of the auction and go through the border with them by completing 

all the procedures, test and quarantine in advance. 

 

"LOAD AND GO" for auction day: 
• All rams and all ewes will be placed in quarantine being supervised by our State Veterinarian. 

• Blood tests and Export Certificate of RSA are completed within 21 days window period to comply with 
Namibian and Botswana protocol. 

• No VAT will be charged on purchases. (confirm closer to sale). 

• Fuel levy. 

• In the past people bought of our weaker rams on other auctions because they think we are too far, so we 
have now introduced a subsidy system to accommodate buyers and get easier access to our best genetics, 
which are annually only on our Production sale. 

 

 6% Fuel Subsidy for total purchases above R50 000 
 
Your responsibility: 
• Namibian Import Permit. 
• Meat board permit 
• Namibian Meatmaster Breeders Association permission letter. 
• Check whether your protocol is still the same and what documentation is required, consult your State Veterinarian. 
• Send a protocol to us so that correct blood tests and quarantine procedures can be followed. (we must forward it to   
   our State Veterinarian to plan his procedures). 
• NB !!!: Contact Mario (0814890198 - mario@collettgroup.com) and notify before 1 February 2018 if you are  
   interested in coming to the sale so that arrangements can be made. NB !!! 
• When Transaction is completed and you are bound by animals, please! send original CUSTOMS documentation to us  
    as soon as possible! 

 

Thus in Summation: 

1. We save you quarantine cost. 
 

2. We save you time and money with extra travelling to pick up animals. 
 

3. We give you a fuel levy. 
 

4. You have the pleasure of offloading your purchase on your farm. 

 

 

 

 

COLLETT FARMING – NSG TRUST  

The consortium of NSG Trust and Swartmodder Meatmaster Stud held their first auction at Stampriet on 9th June. The 
day before the auction a very successful information day was held where both parties discussed bloodlines, selection 
goals and selection norms. The day was really well attended and we would like to thank everyone who did the effort to 
attend, even if it was only to learn more about the Meatmaster Breed. 
The Consortium strives to tell as many farmers as possible of the Meatmaster breed within Namibia, to promote the 
Meatmaster breed, which therefore benefits every Meatmaster breeder in Namibia. This structure worked very well 
for us in countries like Australia, with breeds that still flourish long after we are no longer involved. 
NSG Trust is a Namibian entity that pays tax in Namibia, and all funds that are generated remain in Namibia. 



       

We would like to thank Mr Chris Coetzee who bought the most expensive ewe for N$23 000. 

Kobus de Klerk who bought the most expensive ram for N$60 000. 

And then the team Jaco and Susan Opperman who helped with all the arrangements. 

Auction Date for 

Friday 8 JUNE 2018- 50 Ewes - 60 Rams

To comply with Namibian Meatmaster Society rules & conditions, NSG Trust's animals are already in 

Namibia. 

4 Proven Sires will be presented. Please watch the press and social media for more information closer to 

the event, or call us. 

All animals from NSG Trust are presented with performance data. 

An information day will be held the day before the auction. We would like to invite all interested parties if 

you would like more information or just curious about learning more about the Meatmaster. 

 

In 2017 Collett Farming took part in ; 

10 Sales under the auspices of the Meatmaster Society, of which two where held outside the borders of 

RSA, one in Namibia and one in Botswana.  Two were veld ram projects, one was the National sale and the 

others were joint sales with other breeders.  We also had our first Best of Africa consortium sale in Parys.   

Sale Dates in 2018 

Sale dates are subject to change, so please always confirm and check the media 

8 February – Sentraal Karoo Meatmaster Groep (Three Sisters Guest Farm). 

22 February - Collett Farming Production Sale (La Rochelle, Venterstad). 

23 May - Boesmanland Veld ram Sale (Kenhardt.) 

25 May - Noord-Wes Meatmster Sale (Klerksdorp). 

8 June – NSG Trust / Swartmodder  Consortium (STAMPRIET  NAMIBIA). 

9 August – National Meatmaster Sale (Bloemfontein showgrounds, BKB Complex). 

12 September -  Griekwastad Veld ram Sale (Griekwastad). 

20 September – Sentrale Karoo - Klein Karoo-Kaap sale (Oudshoorn). 

13 October – Best of Africa Sale (*Venue to be confirmed). 

19 October – Loeriesfontein Sale (Loeriesfontein showgrounds). 

 



HERD HEALTH:  

With the last Small stock Form meeting we attended in November it was to us abundantly 

clear that vaccine production from government institutions are declining and production 

has come to a complete stop on a number of vaccines.   

Collett Farming is in the fortunate position that our herds have been tested clean for more than 10 years 

running.  We have tested our entire sire herd every year and also the individual rams going to sales 

throughout the years at various laboratories, multiple private and government institutions and all results 

have been clean. 

The health issue has been one of the most important issues for us here at Collett Farming.  Over the years 

we have refined our inoculation programs and also our camp systems in a manner to keep them as far from 

neighbouring sheep as possible, hence the reason for our success. 

 

 

VELD RAM PROJECTS:  

Collett Farming took part in two Veld ram projects in 2017 the Boesmanland Veldram project and the 

Griekwastad veldram project.   

The original idea of taking part in these veld ram projects was to establish how and if we fit in the market.  

With that question answered with the breeds popularity and demand growing continually, we have shifted 

our focus. 

With our own rams being run naturally in the same manner as the veldram project, we utilise these projects 

to see how our genetics perform in a different environment.  We take that information and bring it home 

and use that information by whatever means needed in our selection criteria and bloodlines. 
 

COLLETT FARMING THINKING AHEAD: 

To remain at the forefront of Meatmaster breeding we have 

built up a blood bank over the past 9 -10 years of all our 

animals that are on record.  With all the genetic/genomic talks 

with scientist and people in the field it is becoming more 

evident that the progress in this field is growing at a rapid pace.  

If we see how plant and crop production has grown exponentially over the past 20 years, we as livestock 

farmers can’t stay behind.  We have a country that needs to be fed.  The gap between the true stud breeder 

(livestock improver) and commercial farmer is getting bigger and bigger with more and more-fly-by nights 

sitting in the middle.  The role of the commercial farmer and the livestock improver are vastly different.  

Commercial farmers need to optimise their systems and work out how far they can push their inoculations, 

feeding and management before it starts eating into their profit while the “stud breeder” needs to be brave 

and leave their animals running naturally, measure them, know his genotypes and phenotypes, being able 

to assist his client in their goals.  The time of being labelled as a Stud breeder for status is moving past, it is 

becoming a scientific study that has to be approached with experience, wisdom, practicality and true long-

term dedication. 

It has to be stressed again and again so that breeders will understand.  When there is a big breakthrough in 

this field, there will be no pulling of hair and you jump on the band waggon to reap the benefits.  The genomic 

data works 100% alongside the performance data.  

We don’t pretend to be pious and without sin but we strive with all sincerity to stay clear of sheep and 

society politics as we, with all passion we have for the Meatmasters, strive to do what we know is right. 

WE HOPE YOU HAD A CHRIST-FILLED CHRISTMAS AND MAY YOU HAVE A BLESSED 2018. 

COLLETT FARMING TEAM 


