
 
                                                         WHY THE BORAN  
 
Why the Boran is the question many cattle breeders ask when contemplating whether to farm with the 
breed or not.  
It is easy to answer this question the way other cattle breeders would go about it. Everyone always claims to 
be the best and most profitable and then compares growth rates 1st calf age inter-calving period and feed 
conversion to prove their point. These are figures influenced more by the environment and management, 
the majority of animals of a specific breed of farmed under, rather than better genetics. Although the Boran 
compares very favourably with the best of other breeds concerning these traits it also has so much more to 
offer cattle breeders. I would rather you consider just some of the very unique qualities and traits that 
won’t just make your cattle farming an unforgettable experience but also increase your profit.  
 
Their ability to survive and then thrive.  
 
Times of drought and scarcity or just your normal winter conditions cost cattle farmers an awful amount of 
money on licks and feed to maintain production. Because of the Boran’s great capacity and ability to take in 
large amounts of low grade roughage and a rumen ability to better digest this low grade feed, It has the 
ability to take you much further in times of stress before you need to start giving licks or other feeding. 
Delayed for 3 months at a minimal cost of R200 per month saves you R600 or R60,000 for a hundred cows.  
When times really get tough they are able to survive without getting a severe setback from which they are 
unable to recover like other breeds. I refer to this as the tortoise syndrome. The breed has the ability to 
(similarly to the tortoise) pull back on production and reproduction for a period and just survive only to 
recover fully when good times return to continue production and reproduction normally with very limited 
damage having been done. Savings in Rand is significant compared to having had to sell half your cattle at a 
reduced price because everyone is selling and having to buy again at higher prices because everyone else is.  
 
Resistance to ticks and diseases.  
 
A visit to Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia etc., the home of the Boran, will soon get you to realise that the Boran 
Breed has had 3000 years of adapting to and building up resistance to all African diseases and ticks. It 
thrives and reproduces in areas where Foot and Mouth, Rift Valley Fever and others make it impossible to 
farm with other breeds.  
By losing less cattle due to Red Water, Heart Water, Rift Valley fever and other diseases plus the reduced 
cost of inoculations and treatment for ticks and the value of not losing calves as a result of abortions from 
such diseases leaves you once again with more money in your pocket.  
 
 
Herd instinct and mothering ability.  
 
More kg of meat are lost annually due to fatalities caused by calving problems and poor mothering 
ability than the difference between the weaning weight of all our major breeds, yet everyone still 
seems to focus only on growth How foolish! 
With the Boran 3000 years of natural selection in a hostile environment has led to a breed with 
easy calving and very good mothering ability. Often the Boran cow will be rather aggressive after 
giving birth but will never abandon her calf or lose it. Their herd instinct also leads to the 
protection of the entire herd from predators etc. It also keeps the herd together for easy 
management and they can be easily found when grazing in an inhospitable area. How much more 
is this not worth to the cattle farmer than bragging rights on the golf course about his heavy 
weaners.  
 
 
 
 



Longevity and production life.  
 
This is so important as most cows are more fertile in the latter part of their life. With Boran cows calving 
comfortably to 15 years and beyond saves you a lot of money because you keep less replacement heifers of 
1 – 3 years that are unproductive and an expense on the farm.  
 
The fertile virile bull factor.  
 
The bull is such an important factor because if your cows are good it is up to the bull whether they will calve 
or not. The Boran bull dominates his cows and keeps them in a tight herd that not one will be missed when 
coming on heat. He is also light enough to serve your lighter heifers and produce small calves. Lighter bulls 
like Borans always have a better serving ability than the heavier breeds. What a loss bragging about your 
very big bull but your cows are dry. Not really impressing the bank manager are you?  
 
Cow to calf ratio at weaning:  
 
As stated in the beginning, I would like you to consider the traits mentioned thus far when considering why 
to farm with the Boran as I believe that is what gives the breed the edge over other breeds.  
If we do however want to compare 1st calf inter-calving periods and growth rates with other breeds lets be 
practical and compare apples with apples and always keep sound economics in mind.  
Remember Borans have only been in South Africa for 10 years and in that short space of time have grown to 
360 stud breeders with 36,300 animals. To be able to achieve this, vast amounts of cows were flushed for 
embryos and a constructive upgrading system put in place. Only now do we have the numbers to decrease 
mass multiplication of animals and start to concentrate more on selection for better genetics based on 
performance testing, not only for 1st calving ICP and growth rates, but in balance for all the traits discussed 
above that affect profitability.  
Remember when comparing breeds that age 1st calving ICP and growth are greatly influenced by the 
environment and management the majority of animals of a specific breed are farmed under. Thus although 
a certain breeds figures may look better it may be as a result of better conditions and management and not 
better genetics. Boran herds that have done performance testing for a few years now are proving very 
competitive with herd averages of 1st calf at 30 months ICP of under 380 days and weaning weight of 220 
kg at 7 months.  
However where the money lies concerning these traits is to compare kg meat produced per 
hectare. The Boran cow with her lighter weight dose not only enable you to carry more cows per 
hectare, but her excellent cow calf efficiency at weaning often well above 50% enables you to 
produce more kg of meat per hectare than other breeds leading to substantially higher profit 
margins.  
 
Boran the x factor (cross breeding)  
 
Having firmly established the fact that the Boran cow can be classified as the mother cow of Africa because 
of all she offers, let us now consider the Boran Bull for cross breeding.  
Having been pure bred for 1300 years, Boran bulls offer commercial breeders terrific hybrid vigour.  With 
their composition of 64% Bos Indicus, 24% European Bos Taurus and 12% African Bos Taurus they can be 
crossbred to any existing South African breeds with great success. 

The feedlot and grass-feed beef. 

The one negative I have heard about the Boran is its performance in the feedlot due to the fact that it puts 
on fat too quickly.  Is this to be considered a negative or a positive?  Indeed a negative if I am to be buying in 
cattle all the time because the Borans are finishing so quickly and I preferred breeds finishing slowly and 
continue growing longer. 

  But consider all the plus factors.                               



 Being able to be sold as grass-fed beef because they have the ability of finishing on the veld has 
great advantages not only at present but even more so in the future as people demand safer food 
free from antibiotics and growth hormones. 

 The fact that fat brakes down four times slower than muscle gives the breed the advantage of 
producing at lower cost because it can maintain its condition so much better. This leads to better 
conception and lower production costs. 

 For the farmer fattening his own steers it is also more profitable to have animals that finish sooner 
rather than later. 

So be wise! To who’s benefit is the later maturing animal only to the feedlot owner definitely not to you as 
the farmer.  What is important is to breed an animal that is acceptable in the feedlot, not the best as this 
will have too many other disadvantages. 

The future of the Borans. 

The best days for the breed are undoubtedly still ahead.  With numbers soon not being the limiting factor, 
much stricter culling of animals not only on phenotype but also for poor producers and reproducers will 
take place.  Breeders doing performance testing will start to take the lead and more profitable animals will 
dominate breeding.  Just being red and pretty won’t be good enough. The animal will also need 
performance figures to prove its worth. 

With genome testing definitely to play a part in breeding in the future and markers to be found for traits 
such as animals not affected by Red Water, Heart Water, certain virus diseases etc. also markers for animals 
able to keep conditions better or calve easier. The value added to animals with these traits in the future will 
be huge and I believe the Boran has the majority of these genes. 

Scientists at the last genomic meeting agreed that the way forward is to find markers that can significantly 
bring down the cost of production rather than increase production as this is the only way to increase profit.  
By trying to increase production you just breed an animal that eats more to produce more, thus not 
increasing profit. 

 

Wisdom is enshrined in the hearts of men of common-sense, but it must shout loudly before fools will 
hear it. (Proverbs 14-21) 

A word of caution to all those currently breeding Borans or intend breeding Borans and don’t agree with 
selecting their Borans in the future for the traits discussed that make this breed unique, are possibly farming 
with or getting involved with the wrong breed. 

South Africa has excellent breeds focusing on excellent feeding and management to sustain high producing 
animals, increasing risk and not guaranteeing extra profit for the expense.  These breeds may be more 
suited to your needs.  Changing the Boran to compete with these breeds on their playing field will not just 
be a waste of expensive imported genetics, but also a total waste of time as these good breeds already 
exist. 

The question why the Boran?  It is beautiful, it is unique, it is profitable, it is a blessing to farm with.  The 
future is taking us back to the past.  Genome tests and markers found will prove that nature is indeed the 
wisest of us all as they discover everything this unique breed has to offer. 

All the great breeds of England and Europe together with the colonial government found their way to 
Kenya.  What has happened to them?  They simply disappeared as they couldn’t compete with this 
magnificent breed the Boran. 

Don’t be surprised that if we do things right in South Africa we undergo the same breed revolution that took 
place in East Africa and Borans dominate the future of cattle breeding. 

The Boran is indeed God’s gift to cattlemen. Grant us the wisdom to make the most of His blessing. 


