
Meatmasters, a unique breed 

 

Are you still on track and breeding and selecting your Meatmasters according to the specific 
traits in the breed standards, or have you been captured by the breed’s popularity and are 
now just selecting for a pretty picture to improve your sales? 

Do not ever forget that our traits for selection are based solely on factors to save us money 
or to improve our income to make us the only logical breed of choice for the most profitable 
meat sheep production. 

Photo: Some of the preferred colours. Make sure you select for your colour of choice only on 
condition that the sheep is one of the very best to use.  

I see breeders propagating the selection for particular colours, when our breed standards 
clearly stipulate that colour has no part to play as it does not affect our profitability. Breeders 
who prefer particular colours can obviously go for the colour of their choice, on condition that 
it is one of the best rams to use, but colour should never prevent you from using the very best 
ram available. If you do that, you are no longer breeding the best Meatmasters and helping 
our breed to be the most economical breed with witch to farm. 

Slide: Afro & Euro type sheep 

A more concerning problem we see breeders making because for many years we were 
wrongly taught that this was best, is the selection for Meatmasters that seem to have more 
muscling of the shorter, thicker muscle type, leaning towards the rounder-shaped Euro breed 
types. This is extremely dangerous, as it does not lead to more meat production but 
definitely leads to lower fertility, lambing problems and a less functional and efficient 
sheep. 

We must remember, the Afro breeds (on the right) contributed many more (18) of the traits 
we needed in the Meatmaster than the Euro breeds on the left (5 traits) to make us the most 
profitable breed. We thus have to make sure that our phenotype leans more towards the Afro 
types than towards the Euro types, because if we ever shift the Euro way phenotypically (what 
the sheep looks like), like other breeds have done, we are not only changing what our breed 
looks like, but in the process also losing all the genes necessary for the 18 Afro traits we so 
desperately need in the Meatmaster, especially to keep up our reproduction and keep 
production costs as low as possible. I am convinced the more scientists learn about epi 
genetics in future the more they will appreciate the traits indigenous breeds have to offer 
sheep and cattle breeders and how important it is to have enough of their genes in our 
breeds. 

Slide: Different rams’ daughters – note the huge differences that exist between different rams’ 
daughters 

Meatmaster breeders must understand that we reason, totally different to breeders of other 
breeds, we do not look for the potential for meat production in the size of our ram’s 
hindquarter or the width over his loin, but we measure a ram’s production in the ability of 



his daughters to produce enough lambs that survive and grow well. As seen in the figure 
above, huge differences exist between the different rams’ daughters and therein lies the 
difference in the amount of meat produced and that determines the difference in 
profitability between the different rams. It has nothing to do with the width of the 
hindquarter or the loin of the ram. 

Slide: Production – this fig. points to the obvious and undisputed fact of how to measure a 
ewe’s profitability 

No breed can argue against the fact that the ewe with the best total kilograms of lamb 
produced per year measured in the same environment is the best meat producer. This is 
measured by evaluating a ewe’s net production and reproduction tempo, as in the figure 
above. On the left, you have the number of lambs produced, measured by fertility and 
multiple lambs produced. However, on the right, we see that we also need quality lambs that 
survive and grow well, measured by mothering traits, milk production and direct growth. The 
two sides together give us total kilograms of lamb weaned, and no one can argue against 
that. So, if you want to be a true Meatmaster breeder for the long term and are not just part 
of the Society to milk the breed during its time of popularity, only to get out later to tackle 
the next best thing, this must be your objective in selecting your sheep, whether 
phenotypically or with performance figures. It is very important to note that the growth traits 
on the right are very easy to achieve, even with phenotype selection only, as the trait for 
growth is easy to observe and measure and has high heritability. All the other traits you can 
only select for accurately by means of data collection for performance breeding values, as 
the result can only be measured in the second generation, once a ram’s daughters have 
lambed. 

The breeders who diligently select their Meatmasters on the basis described above will, in the 
long run, be the only ones supplying rams to the commercial industry. This is because the 
Meatmaster was established as a breed for the sole purpose of giving commercial sheep 
farmers a truly profitable breed with which to farm under all circumstances. 

On the other hand, if we try to select for certain colours and just a pretty picture, we would 
have lost our focus and end up as another breed going nowhere and of no value to commercial 
farmers. 

Breeders must remember that their decisions and actions control the Meatmaster’s future. 
As breeders, be careful not to lose focus concerning our breeding objective and breed a type 
of sheep that pleases only the eye of the ignorant and the ill-informed.  

Beware of: Jealousy between breeders and the havoc it causes. The unhealthy love of money 
that forces you to breed what is popular and not what is right, for short-term gain instead of 
long-term success, these are things that can sink our breed and, indeed, have sunk many 
before us. 

At present, Meatmasters are blessed with a core of breeders who truly understand what 
Meatmaster breeding is about. They work tirelessly for the breed, without pay, and do not 
allow unhealthy competition to turn into jealousy and cause division. The Meatmaster 



breed is flourishing because of the endeavours of these breeders. Make sure you are one of 
them. 

We welcome all new breeders to our Society and pray that they will follow those who are 
doing things right. New and old breeders should attend our courses, even three or four 
times, as we can never learn enough. New material is always being added to the courses as 
we learn more about our breed. You will thus always be learning something new. 

Always remember, you, as a member, are now helping to control the breed so, get involved. 
Help build progress and unity so that we are not just another breed and society but a family 
working for the good of all. Then watch how God will bless us as we all do things right. 

 

 

 

 


